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Billy Corgan returned to St. Louis for the first time since 2000.

By TYLER RENDLEMAN
The Tempo Staff Writer

There are many things that 
come and go that spark human 
emotion. It could be a new fling, 
or a class with a good teacher, 
but these things won’t always be 
here. 

One thing to come and never 
leave that has always enticed 

mankind is music. Every so 
often a tour worth seeing comes 
just north enough of Southern 
Illinois to make us venture to St. 
Louis to a concert. 

On Nov. 16, 2008, Rise 
Against, Alkaline Trio, Thrice, 
and The Gas Light Anthem set 
the stage on fire in St. Louis at 
The Pageant. 

They came to rock out to 

thousands of angsty 
teens with the intent to 
“mosh” their problems 
away and enjoy a great 
night of music. 

The Gas Light 
Anthem, a newer punk 
band to the scene 
hailing from New 
Jersey, was first to hit 
the stage.

Gas Light Anthem 
may have been the 
opening act, but that 
didn’t stop them from 
pumping the crowd up 
for bands to come.

The band kind of 
sounds like a mixture 
between Bruce 
Springsteen and The 
Killers. 

They opened up 
with “Red at Night,” 
they also played 
“Great Expectations,” 
current single “The 
‘59 Sound,” and 
ended with “High 
Lonesome.” Despite 
having a short set, they 
were nothing short of 
great.

Opening acts have 
the most to prove to the crowd 
and other bands on tour so they 
have to rock just as hard and 
that’s what they did. 

After a brief intermission 
between bands, Alkaline Trio 
was next to the stage, being a 
better-known band with popular 
hits like “Sadie,” “Over and 
Out,” “Smoke,” and “The 
Poison.” 

The Trio played mostly newer 

Rise Against, Thrice induce rock and awe at the Pageant

By BRUCE MATLOCK
The Tempo Editorial Staff

For the past two years, I 
couldn’t help but wonder aloud 
why Billy Corgan had brought 
the Smashing Pumpkins back to 
be ridiculed and insulted.

The band released Zeitgeist 
in 2007, and left fans feeling the 
same way. It’s not that the CD 
was awful, just that it wasn’t that 
good, and it certainly wasn’t a 
reunion featuring fan favorites 
James Iha and D’Arcy Wretzky.

Billy Corgan has often been 
accused of just bringing the band 
back for a quick cash grab before 
leaving again. I, however am 
back on the Pumpkins ship.

After their return to St. Louis 
on Nov. 26th, all my faith in 
Billy, and whoever he chooses 
to put around him, has been 
restored.

The band was of course 
fashionably late, coming on 
stage around fifteen minutes 
after scheduled start time,  to the 
roaring guitar strums of one of 
the better songs off of Zeitgeist, 
“Tarantula.”

Jimmy Chamberlin’s 
drumming immediately 
showed it’s as strong as ever, 
and he continues to be the 
only stabilizing feature of the 
Pumpkins, and Billy Corgan’s 

other musical half.
New bass player Ginger 

Reyes then dove into one of the 
heaviest Pumpkins bass lines 
in a very long time on new 
single, “G.L.O.W.” The song is 
a driving force that distinctively 
proves that Corgan is as capable 
as ever as a hit-producing front 
man.

“Siva” came next, featuring 
the first of many “jam” moments 
of the night, almost as a 
reminder in case anyone had 
forgotten that Corgan still knows 
how to play a blistering guitar 
solo.

The hits seemingly were on a 
never ending streak, continuing 
with “Eye” and “Tonight, 
Tonight”, but this was the groups 
first return to St. Louis since 
the reunion two years ago, and 
eight years since their last visit 
overall, so maybe he was trying 
to make up for the absence.

Many dates on the “20th 
Anniversary Tour” have received 
less than glowing reviews, as 
Corgan often seems perturbed 
with the crowd as he goes off on 
a twenty minute cover of Pink 
Floyd’s “Set the Controls for the 
Heart of the Sun,” which goes 
over less than swimmingly with 
fans hoping for actual Pumpkins 
songs.

As it turned out, that song 
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would end this show as well to 
the usual reaction, but not before 
a set list full of classics, which 
even featured Corgan pulling 
out an acoustic guitar for his 
cover of “Landslide,” originally 
performed by Fleetwood Mac.

The band covered over two 
and a half hours, which was 
actually cut a little bit shorter 
than other dates on the tour due 
to Corgan having a persisting 
cold.

Corgan seemed in great 
spirits, maybe it was the cold 
medicine, even at one point  
telling the crowd a story 
about how he wrote “Disarm” 
underneath the arch at 6 a.m. one 
morning, though of course that 
wasn’t true.

At the end of the show, 
though some were disillusioned 
by the Floyd cover song, it 
was clear that the Smashing 
Pumpkins seem to back on the 
right track.

With thundering new songs 
like “As Rome Burns,” mostly 
instrumental “Superchrist” 
and “G.L.O.W.,” as well as a 
astounding lineup that seems 
to be growing well together, 
here’s hoping the next CD will 
hopefully continue the good 
feelings everyone left with after 
the show.
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The Smashing Pumpkins return anything but melancholy

hits but didn’t forget the songs 
that got them to where they are 
now. 

The bands strong point 
besides catchy guitar rifts, 
traditional punk beats and 
harmonizing, is the guitarist 
and bassist switch on and off 
singing duties to keep the crowd 
guessing. 

With two bands and a second 
intermission down, it was 
Thrice’s turn to rock the crowd. 

Arriving on stage with a calm 
demeanor, they grabbed their 
instruments and proceeded to 
thrash. 

A very melodic hardcore 
band, they opened up with the 
well-known hit “Broken Lungs.” 

Thrice rocked on, they also 
played their hits “Firebreather,” 
“Stare at The Sun,” and an 
intense cover of the Beatles’ 
“Helter Skelter.” 

Not only were lead guitarist 
Teppei Teranishi and bassist 
Eddie Breckenridge skilled 
at their instruments, they also 
played the keys and synthesizers 
to really add to the moment 
during slower songs. 

Lead singer Dustin Kensrue 
provided the soul, singing 
high to low pitches that would 
suddenly turn into deep growls.

Thrice put on an excellent 
performance that almost stole 
the show, but the band most 
anticipated was soon to hit the 
stage and remind the fans who 
the headliner was. 

With the last intermission out 
of the way, Rise Against was 
soon to steal the spotlight back 
from Thrice. 

Suddenly without warning 
the band, led by lead singer Tim 
McIlrath, bolted on stage to the 
thousands of eager fans and 
opened up with “Give It All,” 
pausing for the chorus so the 
fans could scream the lyrics. 

I knew this was more than 
worth the trip. 

In between songs. Rise 
Against took time to express 
political views and thank the 
other bands for playing along 
side them and making the tour 
possible. 

After a half-hour of upbeat 
hits ranging from album to 
album, McIlrath was joined 
onstage by guitarist Zach Blair 
as they slowed it down and 
played “Swing Life Away” 
and “Hero of War,” a heart 
wrenching acoustic song from 
their new C.D.  released in late 
2008, Appeal to Reason.

Rise Against captured the 
crowd with their cause based 
lyrics, timing changes, and a 
badass performance in general. 

The band ended with the 
popular hit “Prayer of The 
Refugee,” and the crowd got as 
wild as security would let them. 

The overall performance of 
the bands was spectacular. The 
fans loved every minute of it, as 
did the bands. 

The night could not have been 
any more fun. 

This show will forever be 
held as the best tour seen in this 
reporter’s opinion, and I would 
gladly see any of the bands next 
time they are in town.
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Thrice lead singer Dustin Kensrue wails through a song off the Water EP


