
Lolla Rocks with heavy hitters, up and comers

With a lineup headed by Radiohead, Rage Against the Machine, Kanye West and Nine Inch Nails (shown above), there was little complaining anyone could do.
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Watch videos from Radiohead, Nine Inch Nails, 
Gogol Bordello and other Lolla favorites at 

youtube.com/matlockbruce27 

Eugene Hutz of Gogol Bordello asks the crowd to stand.
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Kele Okereke of Bloc Party, and poet musician Saul Williams.

By: Bruce Matlock
The Tempo A&E Editor

Come one, come all to the 
summer, concert event that  is 
Chicago’s Lollapalooza, was 
the message put out back in 
April by Perry Ferrell and co. 
back in the spring when they 
announced  the lineup for 
the biggest Midwest music 
festival. 

With headliners like 
Radiohead, Rage Against the 
Machine, Nine Inch Nails, 
Kanye West, and up and 
coming Chicago boys Wilco; 
no one could feel left out by 
the organizers. All of this was 
very much represented in 
the first 3-day sellout of the 
festival.

Opening day  started out 
with a bang, with what seemed 
to be an indie kids biggest 
dreams, or worst nightmares. 
Rogue Wave, The Black Keys, 
CSS, Duffy, Cat Power, Gogol 
Bordello, Bloc Party and Jack 
Whites Raconteurs’ all coming 
on before festival headliners 
Radiohead. 

With some many choices 
some were sure to have 
scheduling conflict abroad. 
However, at the end of the 
day all left floating down 
the streets after Radioheads’ 
mind numbing performance 
which included almost all of 
their latest cd In Rainbows, 
and long-term standbys 
such as “Paranoid Android“, 
“Idioteque“, and   “Everything 
in its Right Place” which was 
added to coincidentally by 
fireworks going off behind the 
stage  at Soldier Field.  

Where Friday was more 
indie centric, Saturday was 
just as amazing for it’s 
extreme diversity. 

From pop, (MGMT, Lupe 
Fiasco) indie, (Explosions in 
the Sky, Broken Social Scene, 
Wilco)  rock, (Todies, Rage 
Against the Machine) to just 
off the wall ( Dierks Bentley, 
Sharon Jones, Slash and Perry 

Ferrell) Lolla Saturday had it 
all. 

Does it offend you, yeah? 
From England kicked the day 
off with a energetic electronic 
set that actually got the crowd  
jumping at noon after a late 
night. 

One of the top sets of the 
day was put on by hometown 
favorite Lupe Fiasco, who 
just a year after playing a side 
stage at the festival last year 
put on an homage to the “best 
city in the whole, wide, wide 
world” on the main stage this 
year.

Rage Against the Machine 
and Wilco respectively both 
closed out the festival on both 
sides of the park. Rage played 
a hits filled set as they have 
been for a year and a half 
since their reunion began. 

Wilco thrilled the crowd  
though all seemed slightly 
disappointed as presidential 
hopeful, Barack Obama failed 
to introduce the band as was 
rumored he might.

Seemingly as soon as 
Saturday night was over 
downtown, Sunday morning 
was upon us. Thankfully due 
to a weaker musical lineup 
in the morning hours it gave 
those who could wake up 
early a good time to explore 
all the festival had to offer. 

One new feature this year 
was the inclusion of  Perry’s, 
a dance tent which featured 
some of the best local Djs in 
Chicago, and a few special 
guests including many 
appearances by Perry Ferrell, 
and a very special appearance 
by Slash and Samantha 
Ronson.

The air-conditioned 
AT&T tent was extremely as 
popular as always as were the 
Playstation tents.

Kicking off the larger acts 
Sunday was singer/songwriter 
Samuel Beam, who’s band 
Iron & Wine played, most 
likely, the quietest, most 
beautiful, un-festival like set 

of the weekend.  Beam was 
not however well received by 
the Nine Inch Nails fans who 
were camping at the stage for 
a good spot.

On the other side of the 
park New York City slam poet 
Saul Williams was combining 
rock, hip-hop and a few of his 
spoken poems for what turned 
out to be a great alternative 
for the crowd that would later 
have to choose between Kanye 
West and Nine Inch Nails.

Gnarls Barkley and retro 
act Love and Rockets went 
against each other on opposite 
sides, and both thrilled their 
respective crowds as Gnarls 
thrilled with a cover of 
Radiohead’s “Reckoner” and 
their hits “Crazy” as well as 
new hit “Run”.

All hailed King Trent 
Reznor, who in the past year 
alone has freed Nine Inch 
Nails fans from scalpers 
through a uniqe ticket selling 
technique, and has also freed 
himself from a record label, 
which has rejuvenated Reznor, 
quite obviously based upon 
this performance.

Kicking it off was several 
songs from NIN’s free new 
album The Slip, before 
Reznor kicked it into high 
gear with several older 
hits including “March of the 
Pigs“, “Closer“, and “Gave 
Up”. 

I can’t even begin to 
describe the lighting set up, 
other than to say that there 
is nothing like it outside of 
Reznor & Co. 

After a brief instrumental 
set the band closed out with  
set favorites ”Terrible Lie”, 
a touching version of “Hurt” 
and intense “In This Twilight.”

After an amazing three 
days, there is simply not 
enough space to cover all 
that could be said, but it is 
something that simply needs 
to be experienced no matter 
your taste in music. 


